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How exotic!

Daylilies provide striking beauty in any garden
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cided on a daylily to buy, he
or two — unless the gardener
shook his head, “No, I can’t let has given up because the deer
you have that one.”
love it so much.
He repeated his sad “no”
There are now hundreds of
twice more, until I finally said, hosta species and thousands
“OK, what can I buy?” His
of cultivars. A browse through
choice and my purchase was
any hosta catalog will show
a lovely yellow daylily —
hostas in a range of color,

FOR THE RECORDER/PAT LEUCHTMAN

The Ghislaine de Feligonde rose was hybridized by British breeder David Austin. Pat Leuchtman had it growing in Heath,
when she lived there, and the petite flowers were a delight.
from a brilliant yellow green
to a blue green, and in multiple sizes, from plants with
large leaves and a spread of
more than 36 inches, to tiny
miniature hostas, like Mouse
Ears.
Hosta hybridizers always
seem to be finding new looks
for these plants. Wiggles and
Squiggles is a new cultivar
this year, with long slim foliage and wavy edges in a
bright shade of yellow-green.
It is only about 8 inches tall,
with 18-inch scapes and purple flowers, but will make a
clump that is 2 feet wide.
Those hosta lovers who
have trouble with the depredations of deer might find an

answer in a collection of the
miniatures. Some have foliage
as small as 3 inches. Like
their larger relatives, they
come in bright yellow-green
shades, like the Limey Lisa,
and in blue-gray, like Judy
Blue Eyes with its lavender
flowers.
Needless to say, the rose is
one of my favorite immigrants. Roses originated in
China more than 5,000 years
ago. When we lived in Beijing,
I didn’t understand the translation “monthly rose.” It was
not until later that I learned a
better translation would be
“ever-blooming rose.” Indeed,
it is the ever-blooming gene in
this Chinese rose that has en-

abled a world of ever-blooming roses to be hybridized.
My new garden does not
have room for dozens of
roses, but I have discovered
Knock Out roses and Kordes
hybrids that will bloom
throughout a long season and
will be disease resistant.
The Bridge of Flowers has
many roses that bloom from
June into the fall. People ask
me to choose the best season
of bloom, but it is impossible
to name — it depends on your
favorites flowers.
A visit to the Bridge of
Flowers in the heart of Shelburne Falls inspires many
people — suggesting flowers
they end up wanting to add to
their own gardens. It is even
possible to buy plants that

bloom on the Bridge of Flowers.
Once again, the Annual
Bridge of Flowers plant sale
will be held on Saturday from
9 a.m. to noon across from the
Shelburne-Buckland Community Center on Main Street in
Shelburne Falls. Plants come
from the Bridge of Flowers,
and local gardeners, with annuals from LaSalles in
Whately. It will be held rain or
shine and you’d better get
there early.
Pat Leuchtman had written
and gardened since 1980. She
lives in Greenfield. Readers
can leave comments at her
Web site: www.commonweeder.com
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Miniature hostas can be planted in the garden, singly in pots,
or put together as a collection.
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The daylily has been hybridized into hundreds of colors and
forms. Regency Fortune is shades of yellow with ruffled
edges.
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